Silver Fiddle Ranch Solar

For the most part, the solar doesn’t need maintenance except for the batteries. The batteries are in the regular charging path, so they need to be maintained for the solar to work even in grid tied mode.

Once a month or two: top off water in the batteries. There’s a black battery filler in the shed with an auto-shutoff valve, it will fill up a cell with just the right amount of water. After filling the cells, I push the “equalize” button on the master inverter, this put an extra charge in and will attempt to equalize the cells. 

If the power goes out: the power will be out for 30 seconds, and then switch to off-grid mode. When the power comes back, it will automatically switch back to grid-tied mode. If the power looks like it will be out for a while, then we turn off the heavy electricity users: well pump, spa, etc. If the batteries do run out, then the solar will still work during the day. If it looks like the inverters aren’t starting in the morning after a power outage because it is too cloudy, shut off more appliances until it can handle the load.




